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"What was the name of the new Society ?    The  Resolutions PART II.
passed at the meeting did not give it a name ; nor did the original 1786-1811.
Rules.    But six weeks afterwards a second General Meeting was  GhaP- 7.
held, at which the Eules were revised, and the  name settled, The new
" The Society for Missions to Africa and the East."    But this
title never came into practical use.    For some years the words
" The Missions Society," or " The Society for Missions," were
colloquially   used.     Gradually  people began to  add the word
" Church," to distinguish the Society from others ; but not until
1812 was the present full title formally adopted, " The Church
Missionary Society for Africa and the East."

It is not necessary here to give the original Eules. Suffice it to The Rules,
say that they made (as at present) every subscriber of a guinea (or, if
a clergyman, half a guinea) a member; that they provided for the
appointment of a General Committee of twenty-four, one-half of
whom were to be clergymen (the rule making all subscribing clergy-
men members of the Committee not being added till 1812); also a
Committee of Correspondence to obtain, train, and superintend
the missionaries; and that they directed that the acceptance of
missionary candidates should be voted on by ballot. The present
Law XXXI., "A friendly intercourse shall be maintained with
other Protestant Societies engaged in the same benevolent design
of propagating the Gospel of Jesus Christ," was No. XX.; and the
concluding Eule, commending the Society to the prayers of its
friends, was the same as the last Law now. There was no
provision for the appointment of Patrons, or of Secretaries.
Thomas Scott, who became the first Secretary, was appointed by
the Committee.

The next thing was to prepare a statement for publication; and
John Venn drew up a paper entitled An Account of a Society for
Missions to Africa and the East.* This paper has one singular
feature. It contains no reference to what is, after all, the one
great reason and motive for Missions, viz., the solemn Commission
given by our Lord to His Church, and binding upon every
member. But it dwells impressively on the blessings of the
Gospel, and the world's need of them; and it touchingly refers to
the condition of Europe at the time, expressing the hope "that
since God h'ad so signally defended this Island with His mercy as
with a shield, His gracious hand, to which, amidst the wreck of
nations, our safety had been owing," would be ''acknowledged,
and His goodness gratefully recorded, even in distant lands." It
refers to the S.P.C.K. and S.P.G., notes the work they were doing,
and shows the openings left by them for a fresh organization,
explaining that the words in the title, " for Africa and the East,"
indicate that the new Society would not interfere with the S.P.G.,
whose principal field was North America. It also lays down
clearly the principle of " Spiritual men for spiritual work," stating

* One copy of the original Account is preserved at the O.H. Honse, It was
reproduced in fac-simile, and republis'bed, in 1880,